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For Immediate Release

CHAIRMAN PAI ANNOUNCES SULLIVAN TO SERVE AS CHIEF OF 
INTERNATIONAL BUREAU

--
WASHINGTON, June 20, 2017 – FCC Chairman Ajit Pai today announced that the agency has 
chosen Tom Sullivan to serve as chief of the FCC’s International Bureau, continuing the work he 
has been doing as acting chief.

“With a growing number of communications issues now having international implications, it is 
more critical than ever that we have a committed team of professionals working with our 
international partners to advance common interests,” said Chairman Pai. “I’m therefore pleased 
that Tom has agreed to continue to lead our great International Bureau team.  During my first 
months as Chairman, I have come to rely on his wise counsel.  He brings a tremendous depth and 
breadth of experience to the job, and I know that he can be counted on to represent our country 
well in our interactions with other countries and in managing our communications needs in 
space.”

The International Bureau administers international telecommunications and satellite programs 
and policies, including licensing and regulatory functions. The bureau also promotes pro-
competitive policies abroad, coordinates global spectrum and telecommunications activities, and 
advocates U.S. interests internationally.

Prior to his appointment to acting chief, Mr. Sullivan was an associate bureau chief and the chief 
of staff for the bureau he now leads.  He has served in a variety of positions within the 
International Bureau and the FCC’s Office of Managing Director.  He joined the Commission in 
1991 after receiving his Master’s Degree in Public Policy from the University of Michigan. He 
received his Bachelor’s Degree in Economics and Political Science from the University of 
Michigan in 1990.  
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes 
official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


